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Shirleu Astonishes Ruder
Bu Acknowledging that
His Soy Sent the Private

more to the Millionaire
Letters from JudgeRoss

CHAPTER XV Continued
MUST apologize for intrud

ing at this unseemly hour
sit said Stott but time Is
p oclous The Senate meets

tomorrow to vote If anything Is in
be done for Judge it must

done tonight
1 fail to see why you address your-

self to me In this matter sir replied
Ryder with asperity

As Judge Rossmoros friend and
counsel answered Stott I am Im-
pelled to ask your help at this critical
moment

The matter is in the hands of the
United States Senate sir replied
Ryder coldly

They are against him cried Stott
not one Senator Ive spoken to holds s

out any hope for him If he is con-

victed it will moan his death Inch by
Inch his life is leaving him only
thing that can save him Is the good
news of the Senates refusal to
him guilty

Stott was talking sO excitedly and
loudly that neither nor Ryder
heard the low moan that came from
the corner of the room where Shirley
was standing listening

I can do nothing repeated Ryder
coldly and he turned his back and
began to examine some papers lying
on his desk as if to notify the caller
that the interview was ended But
Stotl was not so easily discouraged
He went on

As I understand it they will vote
on strictly party lines and the party
In power is against him Hes a
marked man You have the power to
help him Heedless of Ryders ges-

ture of Impatience he continued
When I loft his bedside tonight sir

I promised to return to him with good
news I have told him that the Senate
ridicules the charges against hint
I must return to him with good
news He is very ill tonight sir
He halted for a moment
glanced In Shirleys direction and
slightly raining voice so she might
hear he added If he gets worse we

ihall send for his daughter
Where Is his daughter demanded

Ryder suddenly interested
She IB working In fathers In-

terests replied Stott and he added
significantly I believe with some
hope of fcuccere

He gave Shirley A quick questioning
look She nodded ailirmatively Ry
der who nod seen nothing of this by-

play with a sneer
Sureiv you didnt eome here tonight

to tell me this
No sir 1 did not He took from

his pocket two two which
Shirley had sent him and held them
out for Ryders inspection These let
ters from Judge Rosemore to you h
said show you to be acquainted with
the fact that he bought those shares as
an did not receive
them as a bribe

When he caught sight of the latter
and he realized what were Ry
der changed color Instinctively his
eyes sought the drawer on the left
hand side of his desk In a voice that
was unnaturally calm he asked

Why dont you produce them bfciort
the Senate

It was too late explained Stott
handing them to the financier I re
ceived them only two days ago But If
you come forward and declare

Ryder made an effort to control him
self

Ill do nothing of the kind I ro
fuse to move In the matter That Is
final And now air he added raising
his voice and pointing to the totters

I wish to know how comas it that
you had In your possession private

addressed to me
That I cannot answer replied

Stott promptly
From whom did you revive these

letters demanded Ryder
Stott was dumb while Shirley

clutched at her chair as If she would
fall The financier repeated the Ques

tionI must decline to replied
Stott finally

Shirley loft her place and came slow-
ly forward Add rowing Ryder she
saidI

wish to make a statement
The financier gazed at her in aston-

ishment What could she know about-
It he wondered and he waited with
curiosity to what she was going
to say But Stott Instantly realized
that she was about to take the blame
upon herself regardless of the conse-
quences to the success of tholr cause
This must be prevented at all hazards
even if another mu t be so
Interrupting her lie said hastily to
Ryder

Judge Rossmores and honor
are at stake and no sense of
deltency must cause the failure of my
object to save him These letters
wrre sent to me by your son

From my son exclaimed Ryder
starting For a moment be staggered-
as if he had received a blow he was
too much overcome to speak or act
Then recovering himself he rang a
bell and turned to Stott with re-

newed fury
So he cried this man this

judge whose honor is at stake and
his daughter who most likely has no
honor at stake between them
made a thief and a liar of mj son
false to his father false to his party
and you sir have the presumption to
come hire and ask me to Intercede for
him To the butler who entered
said See if Mr is still in
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the house If he Is tell him I would
like to see him here at once

The man disappeared and Ryder
strode angrily up and down the room
with the letters in his hand Then
turning abruptly on Stott he said

And now sir I think nothing more
remains to be said I shall keep these
letters as they are my proporty

As you ploase Good night sir
Good night replied Ryder not

looking up
With a significant glance at Shir-

ley who motioned to him that she
might yet succeed whore he had
faked Stott left the room Ryder
turned to Shirley His fierceness of
manner softened down as ho addressed
the girl

You see what they have done to my
son

Yes replied Shirley Its the
girls fault If Jefferson hadnt loved
her you would have helped the judge
Ah why did they over meet She has
workod on his sympathy and
took these letters for her sake not
to injure you Oh you must make
some allowance for him Ones sym-
pathy gets aroused In spite of oneself
even I feel sorry people

Dont replied Ryder grimly sym-
pathy ie often weakness Ah there
you are turning to who
entered the room at that moment

You sent for father
Yes said Ryder ur holding up

the letters Have you ever seen these
letters before

Jefferson look the letters and ex-

amined then he passed them
back to his father and said frankly

Yes I took them out of desk
and sent them to Mr Stott In the hope
they would help Judge Rossmores
case

Ryder roftralned himself from pro
ceeding to actual violence only with
the greatest difficulty His face grew
white death his lips were corn
pressed his hands twitched convul-
sively flashed dangerously-
He took another cigar to give the 1m-

prefwton that he had himself well
under control but the violent tremb
ling of hands as ho lit t betrayed
the terrtflc strain he was under

he said you deliberately sac-

rificed my interests to save this wom
ans father you hear him Miss Green
Jefferson my boy I think its time you
and I had A final accounting

Shirley made a motion as if about
to withdraw He stopped her with a
gesture

Please dont go Miss Groan As
the writer of my biography you are
sufficiently well acquainted with my
family affairs to warrant your being
present at the epilogue Besides I

want an excuse for keeping my tem
per Sit down Green

Turning to Jefferson he went on
For your mothers sake my boy-

I have overlooked your little eccen-
tricities of character But now we
have arrived at the parting of the
ways you have gone too far The
one aspect of this business I cannot
overlook is your willingness to sell
your own father for the sake of a
woman

My own father Interrupted Jeffer-
son bitterly would not hesitate to
sell me if his business and political In
terests warranted the sacrifice

Shirley attempted the role of peace
maker Appealing to the young r
man she wild

Please dont talk like that Mr
Jefferson Then she turned to Ryder-
sr I dont think your son quite un-

derstands you Mr Ryder and If you
will pardon me I dont think you quite
understand him Do you realize that
there Is a mans life at tale thnt
Judge Rossmore is almost at the point
of death and that favorable news from
Senate tomorrow is perhaps the only
thing can save him

Ah I see sneered Ryder sr
Judge Stotts story has aroused your

sympathy
Yes I I confess my sympathy Is

aroused I do feel for this father
whose life Is slowly ebbing away
whose strength Is being sapped hour-
ly by the thought of the disgrace tho
injustice that Is being done him I do
feel for the wife of this suffering

manAh its a complete picture cried
Ryder mockingly The dying father
the the daugh-
ter what is she supposed to be do-

Ing
She Is fighting for her fathers life

cried Shirley and you Mr Jefferson
should pleaded pleaded not do
manded Its no use to com-

bat your fathers will
She is quite right father I should

have Implored you I do so now I
sick you for Gods sake to help us

Ryder was grim and silent He ross
from his seat and paced the room
puffin savagely at his cigar Then he
turned and said

His removal Is a political necessity
If he goes back on the bench every
paltry justice of the peace every petty
official will think he has a special
mission to tear down the structure
that hard work and capital have
erected No this man has been

conspicuous In his efforts to
block the progress of amalgamated
interests

And so he must be sacrificed
cried Shirley indignantly

Ho Is a meddlesome man in
slated Ryder and

He is Innocent of the charges
brought against Mm urged Jeffer-
son

Mr Ryder hi hot considering that
point said Shirley bitterly All he
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can is that it is necessary to put
this poor old man In the public pll
Wry to set him up as a warning to
others of his class not to act in ac-
corcjancc vitt the principles of truth
and to dare to obstruct
the car of Juggernaut sat in motion
by the money gods of the country

Its the survival of the fittest my
dear said Ryder coldly

Oh cried Shirley making a last
appeal to the financiers heart of
slope use your great Influence with
this governing body for good not
Urge them to vote not in accordance
with party policy and personal In-

terest but in accordance with their
consciences In accordance with truth
and Justlce Ah for Gods sake Mr
Ryder dont permit this foul Injus-
tice to blot the name of the hlghoat
tribunal in the Western world

Ryder laughed cynically
By Jove Jefferson I give you

credit for having secured an eloquent
advocate

Suppose went on Shirley ignoring
his taunting comments suppose this
daughter promises that she will

sot your son
she will go away to some foreign
country

No burst In Jefferson why
should she If my father IB not man
enough to do a simple act of justice
without bartering a womans

and his sons happiness lot him
land comfort in his selfjustification
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Shirley Completely unnerved made a
move toward the door unable longer
to bear the strain she was under She
tottered as though she would fall Ryder
made a quick movement toward his
son and took him by the arm Point-
Ing to Shirley he said in a low tone

You see that girl pleads your
cause for you She loves you my
boy Jefferson started Yes she
does pursued Ryder sr Shes worth-
a thousand of the Rossmorc woman
Make her your wife and Ill

Make her my wife cried Jefferson
joyously He stared at his parent as
if he thought he had suddenly been
bereft of his senses

Make her my wile he repeated

Well what do you say demanded
Ryder sr

The young man advanced toward
Shirley hands outstretched

Yes yes Shir Miss Greon will
you Seeing that Shirley made no
sign he said Not now father I
will speak to her later

No no tonight at once insisted
Ryder Addressing Shirley he went
on Miss Green my son is much af-
fected by your disinterested appeal In
his behalf He ho you can save him
from son wishes
asks you to become his wife Is it not
so Jefferson

Yes yes my wife advancing
again toward Shirley

The girl shrank back In alarm
r No no no Mr Ryder I cannot I

cannot she cried
Why not demanded Ryder r

appealingly Ah dont decide has-
tily

Shlrlc her face set and drawn and
keen mental distress showing In every
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himselfmy youhe
1

in-

credulously
¬

¬

¬

line faced the two men pale and de-

termined The time had coim to reveal
the truth The masquerade could go-
on no longer It was not honorable
either to her father or to herself Her
selfrospect demanded that she Inform
the financier of he true Identity

I cannot marry your son with these
Ho upon my lips she elded I can
rtbt go on with this deception I told
you you did not know who I was

people were My story about
name everything about me Is

false every word 1 have uttered 10 a
Ho a fraud a cheat I would not tell
you now but you trusted me and are
willing to intrust your sons futureyour family honor In my keeping and-
I cant keep back the truth from you
Mr Ryder I am the of the
man you hate I am woman your
Mm loves I Shirley Rosemore

1 Ryder took his cigar from his lips
and rose slowly to his feet

You You he stammered
Yes yes I Rossmore wom-

an Listen Mr Ryder Dont turn
away from me Go to Washington on
behalf of my father and I premise
you will never see your son again
never

Ah Shirley cried Jefferson you
dont love me

Yes Jeff I do God knows I do
But If I must break my own heart to
save father I will do

Would you sacrifice my happiness
and your own
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She raised her voice and as she
stood there denouncing the man of
money her flashing eyes and her head
thrown back she looked like some
avenging angel defying one of the
powers of Evil

Leave the room shouted Ryder
beside himself and pointing to the
door

Father cried Jefferson starting
forward to protect the girl he loved

You have tricked him as you have
me thundered Ryder-

It Is your own vanity that has
tricked you cried Shirley

You lay traps for yourself
and walk into them You compel
everyone around you to lie to you to
cajole you to praise you to deceive
you At least you cannot accuse me
of flattering you I have never fawned
upon you as you compel your family
and your friends and your dependents-
to do I have always appealed to your
better nature by telling you the truth
and In your heart you know that I am
speaking the truth now

Go he command
let us go Shirley said

No Jeff I came alone and Im
going alone

are not I shall go with you
I intend to make you my wife

Ryder laughed scornfully
No cried Shirley Do you think

Id marry a whose father is as
deep a discredit to the human race as
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She Makes a Final Ap-
peal to the Financier to
Save Her Father and
Confesses She Is
Rossmores Daughter

¬

things packed No she would May
under this hated roof until morning
and then take the first train to Wash-
ington There was a chance
the vote might be delayed In which
case she might yet succeed in winning
over some of the Senators She

her things together and was
thus engaged when she heard a knock
at the door

Whos therer site called witIts replied a familiar vote
Shirley went to the a4 open

sUM that
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1

began
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Shirley Left Her Place and Came Slowly Forward Addressing Ryder She
Said I Wish to Make a Statement

No happiness can be built on lies
Jeff We must build on truth or our
whole house will crumble and fall
We have deceived your father but he
will forgive that wont you she said
appealing to Ryder and you will go
to Washington you will save my
fathers honor his life you will T

They stood face to face this slim
delicate girl battling for her fathers
life arrayed against a coldblooded
heartless unscrupulous man deaf to
every impulse of human sympathy or
pity Since this woman had deceived
him fooled him he would deal with
her as with everyone who erased his
will She laid hr hand on his arm
pleading with him Brutally sav-
agely he thrust her aside

No no I will not he thundered
You have wormed yourself into my

confidence by means of lies and deceit
You have tricked me fooled me to the
very limit Oh how easy to see how
you have beguiled my son into the
folly of loving you And
have the brazen effrontery to ask me
to plead for your father No No
No Let the law take Its course and
now Mss Rossmore you will please
leave my house tomorrow morning

Shirley stood listening to what he
had to say her face white her mouth
quivering At last the crisis had come
It was a fight to the finish between
this man the Incarnation of corporate
greed and herself representing the
fundamental principles of right and
justice She turned on him In a

Yes I will leave your house to-

night Do you think I would remain
another hour beneath the roof of a
man who Is as blind to justice as deaf
to mercy as incapable of human sym-
pathy as you are

youyou

fury

¬

¬

¬

your father Is No I wouldnt marry
the son of such a merciless tyrant
He refuses to lift his voice to save my
father I refuse to marry his son

She turned on Ryder with all the
fury or a tiger

You think if you lived in the olden
days youd be a Caesar or an Alex
ander But you wouldnt Youd be a

Nero Sink my selfrespect-
to the extent of marrying Into your
family she exclaimed contemptuous-
ly Never I am going to Washing-
ton without your aid I am going to
save my father if I have to go on my
knees to every United States Senator
Ill go to the White House Ill tell
the President what you are Marry
your thank you No thank
youExhausted by the vehemence of her
passionate outburst Shirley hurried
from the room leaving Ryder speech-
less staring at his son

CHAPTER XVI
When Shirley reached her rooms she

broke down completely she threw
herself upon a sofa and burst Into a
fit of violent sobbing After all she
was only a woman and the ordeal
through which she had passed would
have taxed the strongest powersef en
durance She had borne up courage-
ously while there remained
chance that she might succeed In mov-
ing the financier to pity but now that
all hopes In that direction were shat
tered and she herself had been or
dered harshly from the house like an
ordinary malefactor the reaction set
In and she gave way freely to her
long pentup anguish and distress
Nothing now could save her father
not even this Journey to Washington
which abc determined to take never-
theless for according to what Stott
had said the Senate was to take a
vote that very night

She looked at the time 11 oclock
She had told Mr Ryder that she would
leave his house at once but on reflec-
tion It was Impossible for a girl alone
to seek a room at that hour It would
be midnight before she could get her
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ins it found Jefferson on the threshold
He made no attempt te enter nor
did she invite him in He looked
tired and careworn

Of course youre not going to-
night he asked anxiously My
father did not mean tonight

No Jeff she said wearily not
Its a little too late I did not

realize it Tomorrow morning early
He seemed reassured and held out

his hand

girl You made a splendid tight
It didnt do much good she re

plied in a disheartened listless way
But it set him thinking re-

joined Jefferson No one ever spoke
tu my father like that before It did
him good Hes still marching up and
down the library chewing the cud

Noticing Shirleys face and her
eyes with great black circles under-
neath he storied short

Now dont do any more packing to
night he spJd Go to bed and n
the morning 111 come up and help
you Good night

Good ufsht Jeff she smiled
He went downstairs a d after doing

some more packing she went to bed
But it war hours before she got to
sleep and then she dreamed that she
saw Ryder suddenly rise and denounce
himself before the astonished Senators-
as a perjurer and traitor to his

while she returned to Massapeque
with the glad news that her father was
acquitted

Meantime a solitary figure remained-
In tho library pacing to and fro like
a lost soul in Purgatory Mrs Ryder
had returned from the play and gone
to bed serenely oblivious of the drama
in real life that had been enacted at
home the servants locked the house
up for the night and still John Bur
kett Ryder walked the floor of his
sanctum and late into hours
of the morning the watchman
his lonely rounds saw a light In the
library and the restless figure of his
employer sharply silhouetted against
the white blinds

For the first time in his life John
Ryder realized that there was some

r
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him merely because they feared r

this jMftce this he
and ruined what a

citteen he was new mu
more worthy of a cMlds love and f
the esteem of worM What jiid
Judge Koesooore done after all to
deserve the frightful punishment the
amalgamated interests had caused

suffer If he bad blocked their
game he had done only what his
oath his duty comraaaded him to do
Such a girl as Shirley Reeemore could
not have had any other kind of a
father Ahr if he had had such a
daughter he might been a

man if only to win his child s
respect and affection John Ryder
pondered long and V eplr and tLe
more he ruminated u stronger the
conviction grew upon him that the
girl was right and he was wrong Sud-
denly he looked at his watch It was
one oclock had told him that
Jt would be an all night session and
that a vote would probably not be-
taken until very late He unhooked
the telephone and calling central
asked for long distance and connec-
tion with Washington-

It was seven oclock when the maid
entered Shirleys room with her break
fast and she found its occupant up
and dressed

Why you havent been to bed
Miss exclaimed the girl looking at
the bed In the inner room which
seemed scarcely disturbed

No Theresa couldnt sleep
Hastily pouring out a cup of tea she
added I must catch that nine oclock
train to Washington I didnt finish
packing until nearly three

Can I do anything for you Miss
inquired the maid Shirley was as
popular with the servants as with tho
rest of the household

No answered Shirley there are
only a few things to go in my suit
case Will you please have a cab

half an hour
The maid was about to go when she

suddenly thought of something she had
forgotten She held out an envelope
which she had left lying on the try

Oh Miss Mr Jorklns said to
you this and master wanted to see
you as soon as you had finished your
breafaat

Shirley tore open the envelope and
took out the contents It wax a
chelae payable to her order for 5000
and signed John Burkett Ryder-

A deep flush covered the girls face
He she saw the money a flush of
annoyance rather than of pleasure
Title man who had insulted her who
had wronged her father who had
driven her from his home thought he
could throw his gold at her and
insolently send her her pay as one

haughtily with a servant discharg-
ed for Impertinence She would have
none of his money the work she had
done she would make him a present of
She replaced the cheque in the envel-
ope and passed it back to Theresa

Give this to Mr Ryder and tell him-
I cannot see him

But Mr Ryder said insisted the
girl

Please deliver my message as I
give it commanded Shirley with au-

thority i cannot see Mr Ryder
rhe maid withdrew but she had

barely closed the door when it was
opened again and Mrs Ryder rushed
In without knocking She was all
flustered with excitement and In

hurry that she had not even stopped-
to her toilet

My dear Mies Green she gasped
this I hear going away sud-

denly without giving me warning
1 wasnt engaged by toe month

Shirley dryly-
I know dear I know I was think-

ing of myself rye grown so used to
you how shall I get on without you
no one understands me the way you
do Dear me The whole house is

Mr Ryder never went to bed at
all last night Jefferson is going
too forever he threatens If he hadnt
come and woke me Up to say goodby-
I should never have known you Intend-
ed to leave us My boys going youre
going everyones deserting

Mrs Ryder was not accustomed to
such prolonged flights of oratory and
she sank exhausted on a chair her
eyes fllHrig with tears

To Be Continued Next Sunday
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